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Cultivated Power explores the collection, cultivation, and display of flowers in early modern France at the
historical moment when flowering plants, many of which were becoming known in Europe for the first time,
piqued the curiosity of European gardeners and botanists, merchants and ministers, dukes and kings.
Elizabeth Hyde reveals how flowers became uniquely capable of revealing the curiosity, reason, and taste of
those elite men who engaged in their cultivation.

The cultural and increasingly political value of such qualities was not lost on royal panegyrists, who seized
upon the new meanings of flowers in celebrating the glory of Louis XIV. Using previously unexplored
archival sources, Hyde recovers the extent of floral plantations in the gardens of Versailles and the
sophisticated system of nurseries created to fulfill the demands of the king's gardeners. She further examines
how the successful cultivation of those flowers made it possible for Louis XIV to demonstrate that his reign
was a golden era surpassing even that of antiquity.

Cultivated Power expands our knowledge of flowers in European history beyond the Dutch tulip mania, and
restores our understanding of the importance of flowers in the French classical garden. The book also
develops a fuller perspective on the roles of gender, rank, and material goods in the age of the baroque.
Using flowers to analyze the movement of culture in early modern society, Cultivated Power ultimately
highlights the influence of curious florists on the taste of the king, and the extension of the cultural into the
realm of the political.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Norman:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you need something to
explain what yours problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy particular person? If you don't
have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question
simply because just their can do that. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is right.
Because start from on guardería until university need that Cultivated Power: Flowers, Culture, and Politics in
the Reign of Louis XIV (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) to read.

Jacqueline Thompson:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading
book thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or their idea. Second, reading a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to some others. When you read this
Cultivated Power: Flowers, Culture, and Politics in the Reign of Louis XIV (Penn Studies in Landscape
Architecture), you can tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can
inspire average, make them reading a reserve.

Jacob Brown:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill
your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the book untitled Cultivated Power: Flowers, Culture, and Politics in the Reign
of Louis XIV (Penn Studies in Landscape Architecture) can be good book to read. May be it may be best
activity to you.

Carolyn Ziolkowski:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the most beneficial book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is
identified as of book Cultivated Power: Flowers, Culture, and Politics in the Reign of Louis XIV (Penn
Studies in Landscape Architecture). Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware about



book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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