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Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in the Niger Delta takes a graphic look at the profound cost of oil
exploitation in West Africa. Featuring images by world-renowned photojournalist Ed Kashi and text by
prominent Nigerian journalists, human rights activists, and University of California at Berkeley professor
Michael Watts, this book traces the 50-year history of Nigeria’s oil interests and the resulting environmental
degradation and community conflicts that have plagued the region.

Now one of the major suppliers of U.S. oil, Nigeria is the sixth largest producer of oil in the world. Set
against a backdrop of what has been called the scramble for African oil, Curse of the Black Gold is the first
book to document the consequences of a half-century of oil exploration and production in one of the world’s
foremost centers of biodiversity. This book exposes the reality of oil’s impact and the absence of sustainable
development in its wake, providing a compelling pictorial history of one of the world’s great deltaic areas.
Accompanied by powerful writing by some of the most prominent public intellectuals and critics in
contemporary Nigeria, Kashi’s photographs capture local leaders, armed militants, oil workers, and nameless
villagers, all of whose fates are inextricably linked. His exclusive coverage bears witness to the ongoing
struggles of local communities, illustrating the paradox of poverty in the midst of plenty.

The publication of Curse of the Black Gold occurs at a moment of worldwide concern over dependency on
petroleum, dubbed by New York Times journalist Thomas Friedman as "the resource curse." Much has been
written about the drama of the search for oil—Daniel Yergin’s The Prize and Ryszard Kapuscinski’s Shah of
Shahs are two of the most widely lauded—but there has been no serious examination of the relations
between oil, environment, and community in a particular oil-producing region. Curse of the Black Gold is a
landmark work of historic significance.
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From reader reviews:

John Reed:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a
while is reading. Sure, by reading a book your ability to survive boost then having chance to remain than
other is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Curse of the
Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta book as beginner and daily reading guide. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Maurice Miller:

This Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta are generally reliable for you who want to
certainly be a successful person, why. The reason why of this Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in
The Niger Delta can be on the list of great books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple
reading food but feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your before knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
versions. Beside that this Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we
understand it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Alice Ybarra:

This Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta is great guide for you because the content
which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This book reveal it information accurately using great arrange word or we can claim no rambling
sentences inside it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole details in it. Doesn't mean it
only will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta in your hand like getting the world in
your arm, information in it is not ridiculous 1. We can say that no publication that offer you world within ten
or fifteen small right but this book already do that. So , it is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do
you still doubt in which?

William Lyons:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose typically the book Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The
Niger Delta to make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading talent is developing when you
including reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the opinion
about book and looking at especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and
learn it. Beside that the book Curse of the Black Gold: 50 Years of Oil in The Niger Delta can to be your



brand-new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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