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As a child of the sixties, Leslie Lawrence knew she didn t want to duplicate her parents lives, yet she never
imagined she d stray so far outside the lines of their and her own expectations."The Death of Fred Astaire"
opens with the story, both wrenching and funny, of how Lawrence says her goodbyes to the iconic images
she s held since her youth; she then proceeds to bear a child and raise him with her lesbian partner. Some
essays in this debut collection reflect on legacies Lawrence inherited from her Jewish family and culture. In
others, she searches gamely for a rich, authentic life a voice, a vocation, a community, even a god she can
call her own.
Always a seeker, an adventurer resisting fear, Lawrence, a city girl, creates a summer home in the back
woods of the Live Free or Die state. She attempts the flying trapeze and takes part in a cross-dressing
workshop. Traveling alone to Morocco, she assists a veterinarian tending to an ailing donkey. Teaching in a
vocational high school in Boston, she questions her methods and assumptions about race and class. With rare
honesty, she confronts the complexities of motherhood, of caring for her ill partner, and of widowhood. In
Wonderlust, the collection s most ambitious piece, she explores the role of beauty and creativity in our
spiritual lives, revealing how lifelong learning in dance, music, and the visual arts can make us all more alive
even as we age.
Ranging widely in length, subject, and style, these personal essays place Lawrence among today s most vital
writers of creative nonfiction. Her warmth and wisdom, her distinctive blend of humor and pathos, her
reverence for what sustains us food and family, community and beauty all make this a book you ll want to
share with those you love."
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From reader reviews:

Jeannine Lawson:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its include may doesn't work this
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the outside appearance
likes. Maybe you answer could be The Death of Fred Astaire: And Other Essays from a Life Outside the
Lines why because the amazing cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading 6th sense will directly
make suggestions to pick up this book.

Jeff Weaver:

Beside this kind of The Death of Fred Astaire: And Other Essays from a Life Outside the Lines in your
phone, it can give you a way to get more close to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you can got here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an old people
live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The Death of Fred Astaire: And Other Essays from a Life
Outside the Lines because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have
book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have
this within your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful
island. Techniques you still want to miss it? Find this book and also read it from now!

Carlie Manson:

Is it you actually who having spare time in that case spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Death of Fred Astaire:
And Other Essays from a Life Outside the Lines can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a
geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?

Hilary Winters:

Don't be worry in case you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book technique, more simple and reachable. This specific The Death of Fred Astaire: And Other Essays from
a Life Outside the Lines can give you a lot of buddies because by you looking at this one book you have
issue that they don't and make a person more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a
step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by
knowing more than some other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We need to have The
Death of Fred Astaire: And Other Essays from a Life Outside the Lines.
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