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Augustus was the founder of the Roman Empire and its first Emperor, ruling from 27 BC until his death in
AD 14.

He was born Gaius Octavius into an old and wealthy equestrian branch of the plebeian Octavii family. His
maternal great-uncle Julius Caesar was assassinated in 44 BC, and Octavius was named in Caesar's will as
his adopted son and heir. He, Mark Antony, and Marcus Lepidus formed the Second Triumvirate to defeat
the assassins of Caesar. Following their victory at Philippi, the Triumvirate divided the Roman Republic
among themselves and ruled as military dictators. The Triumvirate was eventually torn apart under the
competing ambitions of its members. Lepidus was driven into exile and stripped of his position, and Antony
committed suicide following his defeat at the Battle of Actium by Octavian in 31 BC.

After the demise of the Second Triumvirate, Augustus restored the outward facade of the free Republic, with
governmental power vested in the Roman Senate, the executive magistrates, and the legislative assemblies.
In reality, however, he retained his autocratic power over the Republic as a military dictator. By law,
Augustus held a collection of powers granted to him for life by the Senate, including supreme military
command, and those of tribune and censor. It took several years for Augustus to develop the framework
within which a formally republican state could be led under his sole rule. He rejected monarchical titles, and
instead called himself Princeps Civitatis . The resulting constitutional framework became known as the
Principate, the first phase of the Roman Empire.

The reign of Augustus initiated an era of relative peace known as the Pax Romana . The Roman world was
largely free from large-scale conflict for more than two centuries, despite continuous wars of imperial
expansion on the Empire's frontiers and one year-long civil war over the imperial succession. Augustus
dramatically enlarged the Empire, annexing Egypt, Dalmatia, Pannonia, Noricum, and Raetia; expanding
possessions in Africa; expanding into Germania; and completing the conquest of Hispania.

Beyond the frontiers, he secured the Empire with a buffer region of client states and made peace with the
Parthian Empire through diplomacy. He reformed the Roman system of taxation, developed networks of
roads with an official courier system, established a standing army, established the Praetorian Guard, created
official police and fire-fighting services for Rome, and rebuilt much of the city during his reign.

Augustus died in AD 14 at the age of 75. He may have died from natural causes, although there were
unconfirmed rumors that his wife Livia poisoned him. He was succeeded as Emperor by his adopted son
Tiberius.
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From reader reviews:

Donna Lacher:

Book is written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Alongside
that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide Augustus: A Biography will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think
that will open or reading the book make you bored. It is far from make you fun. Why they may be thought
like that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Marjorie Wright:

The book Augustus: A Biography can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the great thing like a book Augustus: A Biography? Wide
variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you
could give for each other; you can share all of these. Book Augustus: A Biography has simple shape but you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and read a
reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Cindy Knutson:

The particular book Augustus: A Biography will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book.
The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very
acceptable to you. The book Augustus: A Biography is much recommended to you to read. You can also get
the e-book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Laura Thibodeau:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the Augustus: A Biography when you required it?
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