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A wide-ranging, readable account of the Theravada Buddhist thought and practice in the Southeast Asian
societies of Thailand, Myanmar (Burma), Laos, Cambodia, and Sri Lanka.

An unparalleled portrait, Donald K. Swearer’s The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia has been a key source
for all those interested in the Theravada homelands since the work’s publication in 1995. Expanded and
updated, the second edition offers this wide-ranging account for readers at the beginning of the twenty-first
century.

Swearer shows Theravada Buddhism in Southeast Asia to be a dynamic, complex system of thought and
practice embedded in the cultures, societies, and histories of Thailand, Myanmar (Burma), Laos, Cambodia,
and Sri Lanka. The work focuses on three distinct yet interrelated aspects of this milieu. The first is the
popular tradition of life models personified in myths and legends, rites of passage, festival celebrations, and
ritual occasions. The second deals with Buddhism and the state, illustrating how King Asoka serves as the
paradigmatic Buddhist monarch, discussing the relationship of cosmology and kingship, and detailing the
rise of charismatic Buddhist political leaders in the postcolonial period. The third is the modern
transformation of Buddhism: the changing roles of monks and laity, modern reform movements, the role of
women, and Buddhism in the West.

“This valuable update to the 1995 edition is written in light of profound, ongoing changes in the broad
spectrum of Southeast Asian culture.” — CHOICE

Praise for the First Edition

“This book surveys many themes. Although rooted in cultural and religious matters, it is also a good
historical review of the Theravada tradition. Buddhism in Southeast Asia is spiritually and culturally very
dynamic, but it also has a political importance that makes it a timely theme for those interested in this part of
the world—those not necessarily informed about the history and power of religion in Southeast Asia.

“There are many books by notable authorities on the Buddhist world of Southeast Asia. However, these are
almost always focused on just one country or culture, while the Swearer book embraces the whole region. I
know of no other text in the English language that sets down such a good descriptive analysis of
contemporary Theravada practices.” — Bruce Matthews, Professor Emeritus of Comparative Religion,
Acadia University
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From reader reviews:

Ronald Brun:

The feeling that you get from The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second Edition (SUNY Series in
Religious Studies) is the more deep you excavating the information that hide into the words the more you get
serious about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to comprehend but The Buddhist World of
Southeast Asia: Second Edition (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) giving you enjoyment feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood simply by anyone who read
the item because the author of this book is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own
vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style
are available. We suggest you for having this specific The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second
Edition (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) instantly.

Maria Vanness:

Why? Because this The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second Edition (SUNY Series in Religious
Studies) is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will
distress you with the secret this inside. Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who have write the
book in such incredible way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey
the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it.
This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving your
ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will
go to the book store hurriedly.

David Dugas:

A lot of publication has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
top book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by simply searching from it. It is referred to as of
book The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second Edition (SUNY Series in Religious Studies). You can
add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make anyone
happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one place to
other place.

Marilyn Perez:

Some individuals said that they feel fed up when they reading a publication. They are directly felt this when
they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the book The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second
Edition (SUNY Series in Religious Studies) to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading
skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and
mingle the opinion about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like to open a
book and go through it. Beside that the e-book The Buddhist World of Southeast Asia: Second Edition



(SUNY Series in Religious Studies) can to be your brand-new friend when you're experience alone and
confuse using what must you're doing of this time.
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