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From 1935 until 1975, just about every junkie busted for dope went to the Narcotic Farm. Equal parts federal prison, treatment
center, farm, and research laboratory, the Farm was designed to rehabilitate addicts and help researchers discover a cure for drug
addiction. Although it began as a bold and ambitious public works project, and became famous as a rehabilitation center frequented
by great jazz musicians among others, the Farm was shut down forty years after it opened amid scandal over its drug-testing program,
which involved experiments where inmates were being used as human guinea pigs and rewarded with heroin and cocaine for their
efforts.
 
Published to coincide with a documentary to be aired on PBS, The Narcotic Farm includes rare and unpublished photographs, film
stills, newspaper and magazine clippings, government documents, as well as interviews, writings, and anecdotes from the prisoners,
doctors, and guards that trace the Farm’s noble rise and tumultuous fall, revealing the compelling story of what really happened
inside the prison walls.
 
The Narcotic Farm is a beautiful, fascinating book that takes readers deep into a forgotten American
institution. The pictures are remarkable and the story brings an important moment in history vividly to life.
It’s a stunning work.
Dave Isay, founder of StoryCorps
 
The story of America’s long and deep affair with addictive drugs is incomplete without mention of the
legendary federal narcotic hospital in Lexington, Kentucky. The Narcotic Farm tells this story well, and in
addition provides a wealth of revealing photographs and documents that speak volumes on what it was like
to be a junkie in the mid-twentieth century.
Luc Sante, author of Low Life and Evidence
 
The Narcotic Farm works its magic by recapturing, in images and words, the lost world of “Narco,” the
sprawling federal prison-hospital for drug addicts in Lexington, Kentucky. It’s the details that get you, from
the disheveled misery of withdrawal to the uninhibited joy of performing in the house jazz band.
David Courtwright, author of Dark Paradise, Addicts Who Survived, and Forces of Habit

Everyone who cares about addiction and recovery in this country should look at these pictures and read this
text.
Susan Cheever, author of My Name is Bill Wilson: His Life and the Creation of Alcoholics Anonymous and
Desire: Where Sex Meets Addiction

“The 'Narco,' with its combination of prison and hospital, drug experimentation and drug cure, total
institution and farm, exemplified the contradictions of American drug policy.  The authors are to be
commended for their accessible text and high-quality images that vividly convey the history of the Narcotics
Farm from the high hopes of its birth to its evolution into a "fraternity for drug addicts."–Eric Schneider -
"Smack: Heroin and the American City," University of Pennsylvania Press, 2008
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From reader reviews:

Michele Reynolds:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era which can be always change and advance. Some
of you maybe will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the
problems coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This The Narcotic Farm: The
Rise and Fall of America's First Prison for Drug Addicts is our recommendation to help you keep up with the
world. Why, because book serves what you want and need in this era.

Paula Cofield:

This The Narcotic Farm: The Rise and Fall of America's First Prison for Drug Addicts usually are reliable
for you who want to certainly be a successful person, why. The reason of this The Narcotic Farm: The Rise
and Fall of America's First Prison for Drug Addicts can be on the list of great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that probably will shock
your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and whenever your
conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Narcotic Farm: The Rise and Fall of America's
First Prison for Drug Addicts forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving
you demo of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and revel in
reading.

Thomas Major:

The guide with title The Narcotic Farm: The Rise and Fall of America's First Prison for Drug Addicts
posesses a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
specific book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the
world today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will
bring you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read it anywhere you want.

Coleen Isabel:

The Narcotic Farm: The Rise and Fall of America's First Prison for Drug Addicts can be one of your nice
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good
vocabulary that could increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nevertheless delivering the information. The article writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
pleasure arrangement in writing The Narcotic Farm: The Rise and Fall of America's First Prison for Drug
Addicts but doesn't forget the main position, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.
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