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The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life Donald A. Crosby
Explores the spiritual obligations of humans to animals from a religious naturalist’s perspective.

Humans share the earth with nonhuman animals who are also capable of conscious experience and
awareness. Arguing that we should develop an I-thou, not an I-it, relationship with other sentient beings,
Donald A. Crosby adds a new perspective to the current debates on human/animal relations and animal
rights—that of religious naturalism. Religion of Nature holds that the natural world is the only world and that
there is no supernatural animus or law behind it. From this vantage point, our fellow thous are entitled to
more than merely moral treatment: protection and enhancement of their continuing well-being deserves to be
a central focus of religious reverence, care, and commitment as well. A set of presumptive natural rights for
nonhuman animals is proposed and conflicts in applying these rights are acknowledged and considered. A
wide range of situations involving humans and nonhuman animals are discussed, including hunting and
fishing; eating and wearing; circuses, rodeos, zoos, and aquariums; scientific experimentation; and the
threats of human technology and population growth.

“There is a significant amount of literature in the fields of animal ethics and environmental ethics. A large
subset of this literature is from a theistic point of view. Crosby’s work is unique in that he comes at these
issues from the perspective of ‘religious naturalism.’ Both words are necessary in that his approach is
nontheistic yet very much concerned with reverence for value in nature, in general, and for value in
nonhuman animals, in particular. It is a significant contribution to the scholarly community.” — Daniel A.
Dombrowksi, author of A Platonic Philosophy of Religion: A Process Perspective
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From reader reviews:

Heather Goodson:

The book The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing like a
book The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life? A few of you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely correct.
Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you could share all of these. Book The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for
Sentient Life has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can appear the
enormous world by open up and read a book. So it is very wonderful.

Sheri Furlong:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try factor that really opposite from
that. 1 activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you are ride on
and with addition of information. Even you love The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence
for Sentient Life, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its named
reading friends.

Jeannine Ricks:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make you to definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient
Life this book consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was
represented how do the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer use for explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book ideal all of
you.

Omar Stewart:

This The Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life is brand-new way for you
who has intense curiosity to look for some information given it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you
upon it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this The
Thou of Nature: Religious Naturalism and Reverence for Sentient Life can be the light food for you because
the information inside this kind of book is easy to get through anyone. These books acquire itself in the form



which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book web form. People who think that in publication
form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a guide especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the item! Just
read this e-book type for your better life as well as knowledge.
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