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In an online, interconnected world, democracy is increasingly made up of wikis and blogs, pokes and tweets.
Citizens have become accidental journalists thanks to their handheld devices, politicians are increasingly
working online, and the traditional sites of democracy--assemblies, public galleries, and plazas--are
becoming less and less relevant with every new technology. And yet, Democracy and Public Space argues,
such views are leading us to confuse the medium with the message, focusing on electronic transmission
when often what cyber citizens transmit is pictures and narratives of real democratic action in physical space.
Democratic citizens are embodied, take up space, battle over access to physical resources, and perform
democracy on physical stages at least as much as they engage with ideas in virtual space.

Combining conceptual analysis with interviews and observation in capital cities on every continent, John
Parkinson argues that democracy requires physical public space, that some kinds of space are better for
performing some democratic roles than others, and that some of the most valuable kinds of space are under
attack in developed democracies. He argues that accidental publics like shoppers and lunchtime crowds are
increasingly valued over purposive, active publics, over citizens with a point to make or an argument to
listen to. This can be seen not just in the way that traditional protest is regulated, but in the ways that
ordinary city streets and parks are managed, even in the design of such quintessentially democratic spaces as
legislative assemblies. Democracy and Public Space offers an alternative vision for democratic public space,
and evaluates 11 cities--from London to Tokyo--against that ideal.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Williams:

In this 21st century, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive today, people
have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and notice
by means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the item for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to stand than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading a book, we give you this particular Democracy and Public
Space: The Physical Sites of Democratic Performance book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why,
because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Nobles:

Now a day people who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not involve people to be aware of each data they get. How people have to be smart in
obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Examining a book can help
individuals out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Democracy and Public Space: The Physical
Sites of Democratic Performance book since this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of course the
info in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Robert Clark:

Many people spending their period by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to invest your whole day by looking at a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine you can
have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Democracy and Public Space:
The Physical Sites of Democratic Performance which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Sam Dickson:

Reserve is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen need book to know the revise information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. From the book Democracy and Public Space: The Physical Sites of Democratic Performance we can
have more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must want to read a book.
Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this
book Democracy and Public Space: The Physical Sites of Democratic Performance. You can more inviting
than now.
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