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Discusses Gandhi’s creative use of ascetic practice, particularly his practice of celibacy, for nonviolent
activism.

More than six decades after his death, Mohandas Gandhi continues to inspire those who seek political and
social liberation through nonviolent means. Uniquely, Gandhi placed celibacy and other renunciatory
disciplines at the center of his nonviolent political strategy, conducting original experiments with their
possibilities to gain practical, moral, and even miraculous powers for social change. Gandhi’s abstinence in
marriage, eccentric views on sexuality, and odd ways of including his female associates in his practices
continue to cause ambivalence among scholars and students. Through a comprehensive study of Gandhi’s
own words, select Indian religious texts and myths that he used, and the historical and cultural context of his
activism, Veena R. Howard shows how Gandhi’s ascetic disciplines helped him mobilize millions. She
explores Gandhi’s creative use of renunciation in challenging established paradigms of confrontational
politics, passive asceticism, and oppressive social customs. Howard’s book sheds new light on the creative
possibilities Gandhi discovered in combining personal renunciation, sacrifice, ritual, and myth for modern
day social action.

“Based on a detailed and close reading of Gandhi’s works, and considerable familiarity with Indian
traditions, this book offers an informative and interesting account of the inner connections between his
asceticism and nonviolent politics.” — Bhikhu Parekh, University of Westminster and the House of Lords

“Well grounded in the contemporary scholarship on Gandhi, Veena Howard wisely takes her primary clues
from Gandhi’s own claims about himself, read in accord with concepts central to Indian tradition. She brings
out the substance and wisdom of his positions, without avoiding challenging questions about those ideals and
practices.” — Francis X. Clooney, SJ, author of Comparative Theology: Deep Learning Across Religious
Borders
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From reader reviews:

Billie Duran:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be revise about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what kind you should start with. This Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation
and Social Action is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Bruce Zimmerman:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
if those information which is from the former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you obtain it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation and Social
Action as your daily resource information.

Juan Hinkson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book mainly book entitled
Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation and Social Action your head will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each and every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a guide then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get ahead of. The Gandhi's Ascetic Activism: Renunciation and Social
Action giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving you useful
information for your better life in this particular era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern at this
point is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning an
activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

Annie Fowler:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Gandhi's Ascetic Activism:
Renunciation and Social Action is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train
in addition to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the
particular e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart
phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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