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Much controversy exists concerning Major General Benjamin F. Butler's administration in New Orleans
during the second year of the Civil War. Some historians have extolled the general as a great humanitarian,
while others have vilified him as a brazen opportunist, agreeing with the wealthy of occupied New Orleans
who labeled him "Beast" Butler. In this thorough examination of Butler's career in the Crescent City, Chester
G. Hearn reveals that both assessments are right.

As a criminal lawyer prior to entering politics, Butler learned two great lessons -- how to beat the rich and
powerful at their own game, and how to succeed as a felon without being caught. In New Orleans, Butler
drew on these lessons, visibly enjoying power, removing those who questioned his authority, and delighting
in defeating his opponents. Because of his remoteness from Washington, he was able to make up his own
rules as he went along, surrounding himself with trusted friends and family members who had no choice but
to keep his secrets lest they incriminate themselves.

Butler made every effort to humble the rich, who abhorred him and whose sordid characterizations of his
regime -- some true, some not -- became legendary. As Hearn explains, Butler's legacy of corruption clouded
many admirable aspects of his administration. He championed the poor, many of whom would have starved
had he not fed and employed them. He also established sanitation policies that helped rid the city of disease
and saved the lives of thousands of New Orleans' less-fortunate.

Vividly describing Butler's childhood and his political career before and after the war, Hearn deftly places
Butler's New Orleans reign in the context of his life. He also offers new information on Butler, including the
first investigation of his suspicious accumulation of great wealth late in life.

In a fast-paced, colorful narrative, Hearn shows Butler to be a fascinating case study of contradictions, a
remarkable man with a politician's appetite for wealth and power as well as a sincere empathy for the poor.
All Civil War historians and buffs will savor this riveting, insightful portrait of the man behind "the Beast."
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Cook:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot of
advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book that improve
your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you want
drive more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want experience happy read one
using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben
Butler in New Orleans is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unpredictable experience.

Derek Wire:

This book untitled When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans to be one of several
books in which best seller in this year, honestly, that is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retailer or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this book from your list.

Lois Wiggins:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
have when the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then
do you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, the
book you have read is When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans.

John Threadgill:

Reading can called mind hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New Orleans your thoughts will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging every word written in a book then become one form conclusion and explanation in
which maybe you never get previous to. The When the Devil Came Down to Dixie: Ben Butler in New
Orleans giving you another experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful data for
your better life with this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern this is your body and mind will
probably be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a casino game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary paying spare time activity?
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