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What drives some to violence against the state while others, living in the same place at the same time, turn to
nonviolent resistance? And in this age of Islamist terrorism and Islamophobia, does the practice of Islam
encourage violence? Structural explanations of violence fail to answer these questions. In Whether to Kill,
Stephanie Dornschneider applies the methodology of cognitive mapping to study the beliefs that motivate
individuals to take up arms or engage in nonviolent activism. Using a double-paired comparison with control
groups, Dornschneider conducted extensive ethnographic interviews with violent and nonviolent Muslims
and non-Muslims in both Egypt and Germany, speaking with them about their lives and contexts and what
drove them to resist the state. After coding their responses into cognitive maps, which make visible the
connections between an individual's beliefs and decisions for behavior, Dornschneider used a computer
model to analyze the huge number of possible factors driving people to choose or not choose violence,
eventually identifying ten reasoning processes by which violent individuals can be differentiated from
nonviolent ones.

Whether to Kill takes a new approach to understanding terrorism. Through first-person accounts of those
involved in both violent and nonviolent action against the state—from members of groups as diverse as the
Muslim Brotherhood, al-Jihad, the Socialist German Student Union, and the Red Army Faction—then
analyzing that data via cognitive mapping, Stephanie Dornschneider has opened up new perspectives on
what drives people to—or away from—the use of political violence.
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From reader reviews:

Kenneth Wallace:

Book is definitely written, printed, or created for everything. You can realize everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. As we know that book is important matter to bring us around the
world. Close to that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A reserve Whether to Kill: The Cognitive
Maps of Violent and Nonviolent Individuals will make you to possibly be smarter. You can feel far more
confidence if you can know about every thing. But some of you think in which open or reading a new book
make you bored. It's not make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you searching for best
book or suitable book with you?

Adam Whittington:

As people who live in the modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even knowledge to
make these keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe may update
themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to anyone is you
don't know what one you should start with. This Whether to Kill: The Cognitive Maps of Violent and
Nonviolent Individuals is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves
what you want and wish in this era.

Karl Schueller:

On this era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more precious than other.
Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you are related is just spending
your time little but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. On the list of books in the top list in your
reading list will be Whether to Kill: The Cognitive Maps of Violent and Nonviolent Individuals. This book
that is qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking up and
review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Ray Nicolas:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This particular book Whether to Kill: The Cognitive Maps of
Violent and Nonviolent Individuals was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book Whether to Kill: The Cognitive Maps of Violent and Nonviolent Individuals has many kinds or style.
Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you and try to like reading this.
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