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Without scenery, costumes, and stage action, an opera would be little more than a concert. But in the
audience, we know little (and think less) about the enormous efforts of those involved in bringing an opera to
life—by the stagehands who shift scenery, the scenic artists who create beautiful backdrops, the electricians
who focus the spotlights, and the stage manager who calls them and the singers to their places during the
performance. The first comprehensive history of the behind-the-scenes world of opera production and
staging, From the Score to the Stage follows the evolution of visual style and set design in continental
Europe from its birth in the seventeenth century up to today.
 
In clear, witty prose, Evan Baker covers all the major players and pieces involved in getting an opera onto
the stage, from the stage director who creates the artistic concept for the production and guides the singers’
interpretation of their roles to the blocking of singers and placement of scenery. He concentrates on the
people—composers, librettists, designers, and technicians—as well as the theaters and events that generated
developments in opera production. Additional topics include the many difficulties in performing an opera,
the functions of impresarios, and the business of music publishing. Delving into the absorbing and often
neglected history of stage directing, theater architecture and technology, and scenic and lighting design,
Baker nimbly links these technical aspects of opera to actual performances and performers, and the social
context in which they appeared. Out of these details arise illuminating discussions of individual productions
that cast new light on the operas of Wagner, Verdi, and others.
 
Packed with nearly two hundred color illustrations, From the Score to the Stage is a revealing, always
entertaining look at what happens before the curtain goes up on opening night at the opera house.
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From reader reviews:

Robin Blakely:

This From the Score to the Stage: An Illustrated History of Continental Opera Production and Staging book
is simply not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you receive by reading
this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This particular From the Score to the Stage: An
Illustrated History of Continental Opera Production and Staging without we comprehend teach the one who
examining it become critical in thinking and analyzing. Don't be worry From the Score to the Stage: An
Illustrated History of Continental Opera Production and Staging can bring once you are and not make your
case space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely laptop even cellphone. This
From the Score to the Stage: An Illustrated History of Continental Opera Production and Staging having
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Carrie Correll:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline From the Score to
the Stage: An Illustrated History of Continental Opera Production and Staging suitable to you? The particular
book was written by well-known writer in this era. The particular book untitled From the Score to the Stage:
An Illustrated History of Continental Opera Production and Stagingis the one of several books in which
everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this
publication you will enter the new dimension that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their
strategy in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to know the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world on this
book.

Cindy Knutson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind skill
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your short time to read it because all of this time you only find reserve that need more time
to be examine. From the Score to the Stage: An Illustrated History of Continental Opera Production and
Staging can be your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.

Mary Christensen:

A lot of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt that when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose often the book From the Score to the Stage: An Illustrated
History of Continental Opera Production and Staging to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of
reading proficiency is developing when you like reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see
it and mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be 1st opinion for you to like



to open up a book and learn it. Beside that the reserve From the Score to the Stage: An Illustrated History of
Continental Opera Production and Staging can to be your new friend when you're feel alone and confuse in
what must you're doing of their time.
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