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Today we usually think of a book of poems as composed by a poet, rather than assembled or adapted by a
network of poets and readers. But the earliest European vernacular poetries challenge these assumptions.
Medieval songbooks remind us how lyric poetry was once communally produced and received—a
collaboration of artists, performers, live audiences, and readers stretching across languages and societies.

The only comparative study of its kind, Songbook treats what poetry was before the emergence of the
modern category “poetry”: that is, how vernacular songbooks of the thirteenth to fifteenth centuries shaped
our modern understanding of poetry by establishing expectations of what is a poem, what is a poet, and what
is lyric poetry itself. Marisa Galvez analyzes the seminal songbooks representing the vernacular traditions of
Occitan, Middle High German, and Castilian, and tracks the process by which the songbook emerged from
the original performance contexts of oral publication, into a medium for preservation, and, finally, into an
established literary object. Galvez reveals that songbooks—in ways that resonate with our modern practice of
curated archives and playlists—contain lyric, music, images, and other nonlyric texts selected and ordered to
reflect the local values and preferences of their readers. At a time when medievalists are reassessing the
historical foundations of their field and especially the national literary canons established in the nineteenth
century, a new examination of the songbook’s role in several vernacular traditions is more relevant than ever.
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From reader reviews:

Steve Garcia:

The book Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave the good thing like a book
Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe? A few of you have a different opinion about
book. But one aim that will book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may
share all of these. Book Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by available and
read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Rolanda Parker:

This book untitled Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe to be one of several books in
which best seller in this year, here is because when you read this guide you can get a lot of benefit into it.
You will easily to buy this kind of book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by means of online. The
publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you to past this book from your list.

Jennifer Garrison:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always make an effort to and must have the spare time or they
will get lot of stress from both everyday life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, often the
book you have read is usually Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in Medieval Europe.

Gail Cote:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Songbook: How Lyrics Became Poetry in
Medieval Europe is simple to create you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not include much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you simpler to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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