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The story of that amazingly influential and still somewhat mysterious woman, Eleanor of Aquitaine, has the
dramatic interest of a novel. She was at the very center of the rich culture and clashing politics of the twelfth
century. Richest marriage prize of the Middle Ages, she was Queen of France as the wife of Louis VII, and
went with him on the exciting and disastrous Second Crusade. Inspiration of troubadours and trouvères, she
played a large part in rendering fashionable the Courts of Love and in establishing the whole courtly tradition
of medieval times. Divorced from Louis, she married Henry Plantagenet, who became Henry II of England.
Her resources and resourcefulness helped Henry win his throne, she was involved in the conflict over
Thomas Becket, and, after Henry's death, she handled the affairs of the Angevin empire with a sagacity that
brought her the trust and confidence of popes and kings and emperors.

Having been first a Capet and then a Plantagenet, Queen Eleanor was the central figure in the bitter rivalry
between those houses for the control of their continental domains--a rivalry that excited the whole period:
after Henry's death, her sons, Richard Coeur-de-Lion and John "Lackland" (of Magna Charta fame), fiercely
pursued the feud up to and even beyond the end of the century. But the dynastic struggle of the period was
accompanied by other stirrings: the intellectual revolt, the struggle between church and state, the
secularization of literature and other arts, the rise of the distinctive urban culture of the great cities. Eleanor
was concerned with all the movements, closely connected with all the personages; and she knew every city
from London and Paris to Byzantium, Jerusalem, and Rome. Miss Kelly's story of the queen's long life--the
first modern biography brings together more authentic information about her than has ever been assembled
before and reveals in Eleanor a greatness of vision, an intelligence, and a political sagacity that have been
missed by those who have dwelt on her caprice and frivolity. It also brings to life the whole period in whose
every aspect Eleanor and her four kings were so intimately and influentially involved. Miss Kelly tells
Eleanor's absorbing story as it has long waited to be told--with verve and style and a sense of the quality of
life in those times, and yet with a scrupulous care for the historic facts.
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From reader reviews:

Bess Cook:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the concept Eleanor of
Aquitaine and the four kings suitable to you? Often the book was written by well known writer in this era.
The book untitled Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kingsis a single of several books that will everyone read
now. That book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, and
so all of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with this book.

Dennis Jenkins:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or
even playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent 24 hours a day to
reading a guide. The book Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings it is quite good to read. There are a lot of
those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In case you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore quickly to read this book from
a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book possesses high quality.

Garry Brown:

The book untitled Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings contain a lot of information on the idea. The
writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings
you in the new age of literary works. You can read this book because you can please read on your smart
phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the
e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Scott Hicks:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make anyone to
understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier to share.
You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will see
that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to you
personally is Eleanor of Aquitaine and the four kings this reserve consist a lot of the information with the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some research
when he makes this book. That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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