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“If I had learned anything during the war, it was that our walk in the sun is brief, and so I resolved to wander
from monastery to monastery, a sojourner in the world of last things.”

So poet and journalist Christopher Merrill tells us near the beginning of this gripping account of the
transforming pilgrimages he made to Mount Athos, in Greece, in the aftermath of the Balkan wars of the
1990s. “It was time for me to come to terms with the way my life had turned out: the love I had squandered,
the misgivings I had about my vocation and my faith, the dread I felt at every turn.”

In despair and out of a longing to end his spiritual desolation, Merrill became one of a handful of visitors
permitted entry to Mount Athos–a mysterious land that for more than a thousand years has been the secret
heart of the Eastern Orthodox Church. There, amid the beautiful terrain, the ancient rhythms, and the
spiritual rigor of this holy place, he found a haven in dramatic contrast to the rest of the world.

As Merrill’s story unfolds, we, too, hike the rough trails of Athos, exploring a place and a way of life
scarcely altered since medieval times. We share encounters with monks, wolves, and spiritual seekers; visit
Athos’s twenty monasteries, where exquisite art treasures are sequestered; make our way to lonely
hermitages that clutch the cliffs above the sea. And like Merrill, we come to consider existence in a new and
different light.

Part journal of personal discovery, part meditation upon the history and traditions of the contemplative life,
Things of the Hidden God takes us where the temporal and the eternal intersect, where community and
solitude coexist, and where centuries-old practices provide insight for how to live today.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Qualls:

The reason why? Because this Things of the Hidden God: Journey to the Holy Mountain is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will jolt you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the book in such remarkable way makes the
content inside easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good
for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you
a lot of gains than the other book have such as help improving your expertise and your critical thinking
approach. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

Samuel Brooks:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not striving Things of the Hidden God: Journey to
the Holy Mountain that give your pleasure preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world much better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for all you who want to start looking
at as your good habit, you are able to pick Things of the Hidden God: Journey to the Holy Mountain become
your own starter.

Hattie Adkins:

Is it you actually who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Things of the Hidden God:
Journey to the Holy Mountain can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are and so
out of date, spending your free time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
books have than the others?

Margaret Babin:

Within this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What
you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. One of
the books in the top record in your reading list is actually Things of the Hidden God: Journey to the Holy
Mountain. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in becoming precious
person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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