
Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of
Combat in the 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment,

82d Airborne Division
Spencer Wurst, Gayle Wurst

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1932033319
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1932033319
http://bookengine.site/go/read.php?id=1932033319


Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of Combat in the
505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division

Spencer Wurst, Gayle Wurst

Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of Combat in the 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d
Airborne Division Spencer Wurst, Gayle Wurst
Wurst, a rifleman, spent the most of World War II in the European Theater of Operations as a squad leader
or platoon sergeant in Company F, 505. He made three of the four regimental combat jumps, dropping into
Italy, Normandy, and Holland. Highlights include his baptism of fire in Italy during the Battle of Arnone; the
jump on D-Day and the liberation of Ste. Me're Eglise (for which he was awarded a Purple Heart); a grueling
month of combat in the hedgerows of Normandy (a second Purple Heart); the ferocious battle with the SS for
the highway bridge at Nijmegen, Holland (Silver Star); and survival in the Ardennes, where he found himself
as point man on his twentieth birthday, in a long, bitter march toward the shoulder of the Bulge.

Wurst's narrative, set against a carefully researched historical background, offers a unique view of the heat of
battle as experienced by a noncommissioned officer in the 82nd Airborne Division. Initial chapters chronicle
his training before mobilization, when he lied about his age (15) to the National Guard in Erie, Pennsylvania,
and his later experience in a heavy weapons company of the 112th Infantry Regiment, 28th Infantry
Division. In 1941, Wurst was on a truck returning from First Army maneuvers in the Carolinas to Indiantown
Gap Military Reservation when he heard the news of the attack at Pearl Harbor. He recounts life at Camps
Livingston and Beauregard in Louisiana, and at the newly formed Parachute School at Fort Benning,
Georgia, where he was stationed in the infamous "Frying Pan" area.

Descending from the Clouds portrays the passage from innocence to experience. Wurst begins as a 135-
pound kid marching down his hometown streets in the National Guard, wearing the remnants of a World
War I uniform and pulling by hand a water-cooled .30-caliber machine-gun mounted on a wooden cart. Five
years later, he is a hardened platoon sergeant, leading his troopers through the frozen killing fields of "Death
Valley" in Germany's Huertgen Forest.

His story is the story of the coming of age of the American military: fewer than twenty men per company
who started with the 505 in the Frying Pan returned home.

REVIEWS

"... gives a good sense of the confusion of airborne operations and close combat...makes an excellent book
for company level leader development on the subjects of discipline, training, and combat leadership."Army
History, Winter 2010
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From reader reviews:

David Browning:

With other case, little people like to read book Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of Combat in the
505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division. You can choose the best book if you appreciate
reading a book. So long as we know about how is important the book Descending From The Clouds: A
Memoir of Combat in the 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from
book you can recognize everything! From your country right up until foreign or abroad you will end up
known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go
to the library. Let's study.

Donald Dickens:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To
be sure that book is very important normally. The book Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of Combat
in the 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division had been making you to know about other
expertise and of course you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The guide
Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of Combat in the 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne
Division is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you
experience bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship
while using book Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of Combat in the 505 Parachute Infantry
Regiment, 82d Airborne Division. You never experience lose out for everything should you read some
books.

Jerry Rivera:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, short story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not trying Descending From The
Clouds: A Memoir of Combat in the 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division that give your
fun preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned
constantly that reading habit only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to always be
success person. So , for every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick
Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of Combat in the 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne
Division become your personal starter.

John Mendoza:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of



Combat in the 505 Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division was multi-colored and of course has
pictures on there. As we know that book Descending From The Clouds: A Memoir of Combat in the 505
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 82d Airborne Division has many kinds or style. Start from kids until
youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character on
there. Therefore , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and loosen
up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading this.
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