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Lives in Play explores the centrality of life narratives to women's drama and performance from the 1970s to
the present moment. In the early days of second-wave feminism, the slogan was "The personal is the
political." These autobiographical and biographical "true stories" have the political impact of the real and
have also helped a range of feminists tease out the more complicated aspects of gender, sex, and sexuality in
a Western culture that now imagines itself to be "postfeminist."

The book covers a broad range of texts and performances, from performance artists like Karen Finley, Holly
Hughes, and Bobby Baker to playwrights like Suzan-Lori Parks, Maria Irene Fornes, and Sarah Kane. The
book examines biography and autobiography together to link their narrative tactics and theatrical approaches
and show the persistent and important uses of life writing strategies for theater artists committed to
advancing women's rights and remaking women's representations.

Lives in Play argues that these writers and artists have not only responded to the vibrant conversations in
feminist theory but also have anticipated and advanced these ideas, theorizing gender onstage for specific
ends. Ryan Claycomb demonstrates how these performances work through tensions between performative
identity and the essentialized body, between the truth value of life stories and the constructed nature of
gender and narrative alike, and between writing and performing as modes of feminist representation.

The book will appeal to scholars in performance studies, women's studies, and literature, including those in
the growing field of auto/biography studies.
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From reader reviews:

Alex Levey:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
means of surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading.
Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to stand up than other is high.
To suit your needs who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you that Lives in Play:
Autobiography and Biography on the Feminist Stage book as basic and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is usually more than just a book.

Maureen Jones:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the concept Lives in
Play: Autobiography and Biography on the Feminist Stage suitable to you? Often the book was written by
well known writer in this era. The actual book untitled Lives in Play: Autobiography and Biography on the
Feminist Stageis the main one of several books that will everyone read now. This particular book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimensions that you
ever know before. The author explained their thought in the simple way, thus all of people can easily to be
aware of the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To help
you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

John Silverstein:

Exactly why? Because this Lives in Play: Autobiography and Biography on the Feminist Stage is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will distress you with
the secret this inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who write the book in such awesome
way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book have such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Carole Houston:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Lives in Play: Autobiography and
Biography on the Feminist Stage is simple bringing you can read it in the park, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It
is make you quicker to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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