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Mediterranean and West European pre-modern agriculture (agriculture before 1600) was by necessity
‘organic agriculture'. Crop protection is part and parcel of this agriculture, with weed control in the forefront.
Crop protection is embedded in the medieval agronomy text books but specialised sections do occur. Weeds,
insects and diseases are described but identification in modern terms is not easy. The pre-modern ‘Crop
Portfolio' is well filled, certainly in the Mediterranean area. The medieval ‘Pest Portfolio' differs from the
modern one because agriculture then was a Low External Input Agriculture, and because the proportion of
cultivated to non-cultivated land was drastically lower than today. The pre-modern ‘Control Portfolio' is
surprisingly rich, both in preventive and interventive measures. Prevention was by risk management,
intensive tillage, and careful storage. Intervention was mechanical and chemical. Chemical intervention used
natural substances such as sulphur, pitch, and ‘botanicals'. Some fifty plant species are mentioned in a crop
protection context. Though application methods look rather modern they are typically low-tech. Among them
are seed disinfection, spraying, dusting, fumigation, grease banding, wound care, and hand-picking but also
scarification, now outdated. The reality of pest outbreaks and other damages is explored as to frequency,
intensity, and extent. Information on the practical use of the recommended treatments is scanty. If applied,
their effectiveness remains enigmatic. Three medieval agronomists are at the heart of this book, but historical
developments in crop protection from early Punic, Greek, and Roman authors to the first modern author are
outlined. The readership of these writers was the privileged class of landowners but hints pointing to the
exchange of ideas between them and the common peasant were found. Consideration is given to the pre-
modern reasoning in matters of crop protection. Comparison of pre-modern crop protection and its
counterpart in modern organic agriculture is difficult because of drastic changes in the relation between crop
areas and non-crop areas, and because of the great difference in yield levels then and now, with several
associated differences.
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From reader reviews:

Charles Eiland:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire their reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids, there are many
kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their proficiency in
writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to their book. One of them is this Crop
Protection in Medieval Agriculture.

Yadira Singh:

The book with title Crop Protection in Medieval Agriculture contains a lot of information that you can find
out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This kind of book exist new information the
information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world right now. That is important
to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you in new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Fred Green:

Beside this kind of Crop Protection in Medieval Agriculture in your phone, it may give you a way to get
nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh in the
oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated people live in narrow community. It is good thing to
have Crop Protection in Medieval Agriculture because this book offers for you readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss the item? Find this book and read it from at this point!

Janice Smith:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Crop Protection in Medieval Agriculture can
be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the
others?
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