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Richard Wagner continues to be the most controversial artist in history, a perpetually troubling figure in our
cultural consciousness. The unceasing debate over his works and their impact--for and against--is one reason
why there has been no genuinely comprehensive modern account of his musical dramas until now. Dieter
Borchmeyer's book is the first to present an overall picture of these musical dramas from the standpoint of
literary and theatrical history. It extends from the composer's early works--still largely ignored--to the Ring
Cycle and Parsifal, and includes Wagner's unfinished works and operas he never set to music. Through
lively prose, we come to see Wagner as a librettist--and as a man of letters--rather than primarily as musical
composer.

Borchmeyer uncovers a vast field of cultural and historical cross-references in Wagner's works. In the first
part of the book, he sets out in search of the various archetypal scenes, opening up the composer's dramatic
workshop to the reader. He covers all of Wagner's operas, from early juvenilia to the canonical later works.

The second part examines Wagner in relation to political figures including King Ludwig II and Bismarck,
and, importantly, in light of critical reactions by literary giants--Thomas Mann, whom Borchmeyer calls "a
guiding light in this exploration of the fields that Wagner tilled," and Nietzsche, whose appeal to "philology"
is a key source of inspiration in attempts to grapple with Wagner's works.

For more than twenty years, Borchmeyer has placed his scholarship at the service of the famed Bayreuth
Festival. With this volume, he gives us a summation of decades of engagement with the phenomenon of
Wagner and, at the same time, the result of an abiding critical passion for his works.
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From reader reviews:

Ricky Streeter:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more imaginative. When you
reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the character
types do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this Drama and the
World of Richard Wagner, you may tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Velma Cain:

The publication with title Drama and the World of Richard Wagner posesses a lot of information that you
can understand it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is important to
yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Maria Hernandez:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's soul or real their
passion. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but
nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you personally.
As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says,
many ways to reach Chinese's country. So , this Drama and the World of Richard Wagner can make you
truly feel more interested to read.

Rodney Richardson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know that
little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the point. Book is important thing to include you knowledge, except your
teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update with regards to something by book. A substantial number
of sorts of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra Drama and the World of
Richard Wagner.
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