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In 1857 the French poet Charles Baudelaire, who was fascinated by lesbianism, created a scandal with Les
Fleurs du Mal [The Flowers of Evil]. This collection was originally entitled "The Lesbians" and described
women as "femmes damnées," with "disordered souls" suffering in a hypocritical world. Then twenty years
later, lesbians in Paris dared to flaunt themselves in that extraordinarily creative period at the turn of the 19th
and 20th centuries which became known as the Belle Époque.

Lesbian Decadence, now available in English for the first time, provides a new analysis and synthesis of the
depiction of lesbianism as a social phenomenon and a symptom of social malaise as well as a fantasy in that
most vibrant place and period in history. In this newly translated work, praised by leading critics as
"authoritative," "stunning," and "a marvel of elegance and erudition," Nicole G. Albert analyzes and
synthesizes an engagingly rich sweep of historical representations of the lesbian mystique in art and
literature. Albert contrasts these visions to moralists' abrupt condemnations of "the lesbian vice," as well as
the newly emerging psychiatric establishment's medical fury and their obsession on cataloging and
classifying symptoms of "inversion" or "perversion" in order to cure these "unbalanced creatures of love."

Lesbian Decadence combines literary, artistic, and historical analysis of sources from the mainstream to the
rare, from scholarly studies to popular culture. The English translation provides a core reference/text for
those interested in the Decadent movement, in literary history, in French history and social history. It is well
suited for courses in gender studies, women's studies, LGBT history, and lesbianism in literature, history,
and art.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Fischer:

Now a day folks who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each details they get. How a lot more to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Lesbian Decadence: Representations
in Art and Literature of Fin-de-Siècle France book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of
course the details in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it everbody knows.

Marilyn Perez:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. The benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of publication you read, if
you want attract knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Lesbian Decadence: Representations in Art and
Literature of Fin-de-Siècle France is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Melinda Brown:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book might be option to fill your
cost-free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try out look for book, may be the reserve untitled Lesbian Decadence: Representations in Art and
Literature of Fin-de-Siècle France can be fine book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

William Jones:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you learn
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, since
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what forms of book that you
have read. If you wish to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The Lesbian Decadence:
Representations in Art and Literature of Fin-de-Siècle France will give you new experience in reading
through a book.
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