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In this thoughtful and penetrating study, Sara Raup Johnson investigates the creation of historical fictions in
a wide range of Hellenistic Jewish texts. Surveying so-called Jewish novels, including the Letter of Aristeas,
2 Maccabees, Esther, Daniel, Judith, Tobit, Josephus's account of Alexander's visit to Jerusalem and of the
Tobiads, Artapanus, and Joseph and Aseneth, she demonstrates that the use of historical fiction in these texts
does not constitute a uniform genre. Instead it cuts across all boundaries of language, provenance, genre, and
even purpose. Johnson argues that each author uses historical fiction to construct a particular model of
Hellenistic Jewish identity through the reinvention of the past. The models of identity differ, but all seek to
explore relations between Jews and the wider non-Jewish world.

The author goes on to present a focal in-depth analysis of one text, Third Maccabees. Maintaining that this is
a late Hellenistic, not a Roman, work Johnson traces important themes in Third Maccabees within a broader
literary context. She evaluates the evidence for the authorship, audience, and purpose of the work and
analyzes the historicity of the persecution described in the narrative. Illustrating how the author reinvents
history in order to construct his own model for life in the diaspora, Johnson weighs the attitudes and stances,
from defiance to assimilation, of this crucial period.
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From reader reviews:

Arturo Hasan:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can certainly share
their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story or
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
information about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write to their book. One of them is
this Historical Fictions and Hellenistic Jewish Identity: Third Maccabees in Its Cultural Context.

Esther Ponce:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to get information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information simpler to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Historical Fictions and Hellenistic Jewish Identity: Third Maccabees in Its
Cultural Context this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This
particular book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.

John Harrison:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Historical Fictions and
Hellenistic Jewish Identity: Third Maccabees in Its Cultural Context which is obtaining the e-book version.
So , try out this book? Let's view.

Jacqueline Carter:

A lot of people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Historical Fictions and Hellenistic
Jewish Identity: Third Maccabees in Its Cultural Context to make your personal reading is interesting. Your
personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading. Try to choose straightforward book
to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about book and looking at especially. It is to be first
opinion for you to like to available a book and learn it. Beside that the guide Historical Fictions and



Hellenistic Jewish Identity: Third Maccabees in Its Cultural Context can to be your new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of that time.
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