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There is probably no one who has a deeper understanding of life’s biochemical basis than Sir Francis Crick.
In 1962, he won the Nobel Prize in Medicine, along with J. D. Watson and M. H. F. Wilkins, for
breakthrough studies on the molecular structure of DNA. Just four years later he published this collection of
popular lectures in which he explained the importance of this discovery in layperson’s terms and emphasized
its wide-reaching implications. Though written forty years ago, this succinct, lucid explication of the
scientific facts remains the perfect primer for the lay reader curious about the ongoing biological revolution
and is amazingly prescient in light of recent developments.
Beginning with a critique of "vitalism," the notion that an intangible life force beyond the grasp of biology
distinguishes living organisms from inanimate things, Crick argues that in all likelihood the complex
mechanisms of DNA, RNA, and protein synthesis fully explain the phenomenon of life. While admitting that
many details are uncertain and much remains unknown about the origins of life, he nonetheless maintains
that chance mutations over time, in conjunction with the law of natural selection, offer the most rational
explanation of the evolution of life on earth from inorganic precursors. Although few speak of vitalism
today, the controversy that Crick addresses is still with us in the form of intelligent design, which suggests
that biochemistry and evolution alone do not sufficiently explain the uniqueness of life.
In his second lecture Crick explores the borderline between the organic and inorganic, presenting an
elegantly clear description of DNA’s basic structure and function in relation to RNA and myriad enzymes.
In the final lecture, "The Prospect Before Us," he anticipates events and trends that have in fact come to pass
in the past four decades: the increasing use of computer technology and robotics in mind-brain research,
explorations into right-side vs. left-side uses of the brain, controversies surrounding the existence of the soul,
the dead end of ESP investigations, and above all the daunting challenges of explaining consciousness in
completely scientific terms.
Of Molecules and Men is a fascinating, still-very-relevant discussion of many crucially important issues in
life science.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Armstrong:

The book Of Molecules and Men (Great Minds Series) make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You should
use to make your capable much more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain
or having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book Of Molecules and Men (Great
Minds Series) to be your habit, you can get more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your
knowledge about some or all subjects. You can know everything if you like open up and read a book Of
Molecules and Men (Great Minds Series). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this book?

John Valdez:

Here thing why this Of Molecules and Men (Great Minds Series) are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all reading through a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content from it which is the content is as
delightful as food or not. Of Molecules and Men (Great Minds Series) giving you information deeper and in
different ways, you can find any book out there but there is no guide that similar with Of Molecules and Men
(Great Minds Series). It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing in which happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring
everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. Should you be having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Of Molecules and Men (Great Minds Series) in e-book can be
your option.

James Chapman:

Of Molecules and Men (Great Minds Series) can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author
giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in writing Of Molecules and Men (Great
Minds Series) but doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm
resource info that maybe you can be among it. This great information can drawn you into completely new
stage of crucial considering.

David Barnett:

The book untitled Of Molecules and Men (Great Minds Series) contain a lot of information on it. The writer
explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so
do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was compiled by famous author. The
author brings you in the new age of literary works. You can actually read this book because you can read
more your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you
wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.
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