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Atop a scenic bluff overlooking the Mississippi River and downtown Dubuque there once lay a graveyard
dating to the 1830s, the earliest days of American settlement in Iowa. Though many local residents knew the
property had once been a Catholic burial ground, they believed the graves had been moved to a new
cemetery in the late nineteenth century in response to overcrowding and changing burial customs. But in
2007, when a developer broke ground for a new condominium complex here, the heavy machinery unearthed
human bones. Clearly, some of Dubuque’s early settlers still rested there—in fact, more than anyone
expected. For the next four years, staff with the Burials Program of the University of Iowa Office of the State
Archaeologist excavated the site so that development could proceed.

The excavation fieldwork was just the beginning. Once the digging was done each summer, skeletal biologist
Robin M. Lillie and archaeologist Jennifer E. Mack still faced the enormous task of teasing out life histories
from fragile bones, disintegrating artifacts, and the decaying wooden coffins the families had chosen for the
deceased. Poring over scant documents and sifting through old newspapers, they pieced together the story of
the cemetery and its residents, a story often surprising and poignant. Weaving together science, history, and
local mythology, the tale of the Third Street Cemetery provides a fascinating glimpse into Dubuque’s early
years, the hardships its settlers endured, and the difficulties they did not survive.

While they worked, Lillie and Mack also grappled with the legal and ethical obligations of the living to the
dead. These issues are increasingly urgent as more and more of America’s unmarked (and marked)
cemeteries are removed in the name of progress. Fans of forensic crime shows and novels will find here a
real-world example of what can be learned from the fragments left in time’s wake.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Wire:

Do you one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-Century Burial
Ground in a Twenty-first Century City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) book is readable by means of you
who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here are arrange for enjoyable examining
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer connected with
Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-Century Burial Ground in a Twenty-first Century
City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) content conveys the idea easily to understand by lots of people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the written content but it just different in the form of it. So , do you
nevertheless thinking Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-Century Burial Ground in a
Twenty-first Century City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) is not loveable to be your top list reading
book?

Maureen Bonds:

This Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-Century Burial Ground in a Twenty-first
Century City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a
successful person, why. The main reason of this Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-
Century Burial Ground in a Twenty-first Century City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) can be one of the
great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can bring it
just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-Century Burial Ground in a Twenty-first Century
City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich
vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day exercise. So , let's
have it appreciate reading.

Mark Gallegos:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside park.
They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your own
free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that
you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the
guide untitled Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-Century Burial Ground in a Twenty-
first Century City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) can be great book to read. May be it is usually best
activity to you.



Brooke Fisher:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-Century Burial Ground in a Twenty-first Century
City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in
every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends. Imaging every word
written in a publication then become one contact form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
just before. The Dubuque's Forgotten Cemetery: Excavating a Nineteenth-Century Burial Ground in a
Twenty-first Century City (Iowa and the Midwest Experience) giving you another experience more than
blown away the mind but also giving you useful information for your better life in this particular era. So now
let us explain to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are
finished reading through it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time
activity?
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