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Modernism is typically associated with novelty and urbanity. So what happens when poets identify small
communities and local languages with the spirit of transnational modernity? Are vernacular poetries
inherently provincial or implicitly xenophobic? How did modernist poets use vernacular language to re-
imagine the relations between people, their languages, and the communities in which they live?

Nations of Nothing But Poetry answers these questions through case studies of British, Caribbean, and
American poetries from the 1920s through the 1990s. With a combination of fresh insights and attentive
close readings, Matthew Hart presents a new theory of a "synthetic vernacular"-writing that explores the
aesthetic and ideological tensions within modernism's dual commitments to the local and the global. The
result is an invigorating contribution to the field of transnational modernist studies. Chapters focus on a
mixture of canonical and non-canonical writers, combining new literary histories--such as the story of how
Melvin B. Tolson, while a resident of Oklahoma, was appointed Poet Laureate of Liberia--with analyses of
poems by Gertrude Stein, W. H. Auden, Ezra Pound, and T. S. Eliot.

More broadly, the book reveals how the language of modernist poetry was shaped by the incompletely
globalized nature of a world in which the nation-state continued to be a primary mediator of cultural and
political identity, even as its authority was challenged as never before. Through deft juxtaposition, Hart
develops a new interpretation of modernist poetry in English-one that disrupts the critical opposition between
nationalism and the transnational, paving the way for a political history of modernist cosmopolitanism.
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From reader reviews:

Genoveva Johnson:

The event that you get from Nations of Nothing But Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and Synthetic
Vernacular Writing (Modernist Literature and Culture) will be the more deep you searching the information
that hide in the words the more you get interested in reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
know but Nations of Nothing But Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and Synthetic Vernacular Writing
(Modernist Literature and Culture) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point
in particular way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well.
Making it easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise
you for having this particular Nations of Nothing But Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and Synthetic
Vernacular Writing (Modernist Literature and Culture) instantly.

Dorothy Guillen:

This Nations of Nothing But Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and Synthetic Vernacular Writing
(Modernist Literature and Culture) tend to be reliable for you who want to be described as a successful
person, why. The key reason why of this Nations of Nothing But Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and
Synthetic Vernacular Writing (Modernist Literature and Culture) can be one of several great books you must
have will be giving you more than just simple studying food but feed you actually with information that
maybe will shock your previous knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place
and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Nations of Nothing But
Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and Synthetic Vernacular Writing (Modernist Literature and Culture)
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we understand it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Agnes Shivers:

This book untitled Nations of Nothing But Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and Synthetic Vernacular
Writing (Modernist Literature and Culture) to be one of several books that will best seller in this year,
honestly, that is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to
buy this specific book in the book retail store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this
book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your
Mobile phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this reserve from your list.

Charline Bynum:

Precisely why? Because this Nations of Nothing But Poetry: Modernism, Transnationalism, and Synthetic
Vernacular Writing (Modernist Literature and Culture) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve
waiting for you to snap it but latter it will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book close to it



was fantastic author who else write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to
understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of advantages than the
other book get such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So , still want to
postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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