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The Middle East is a critically important area of our world. And, with its current prominence in international
affairs, media images of the Middle East reach us on a daily basis. Much media coverage, however, is
incomplete at best, failing to take account of either the complexities or the historical background of this
pivotal region. For most of us, the real story of the Middle East remains untold. What made this crucial
geopolitical area what it is today? In coming to terms with the present and future of the Middle East, an
understanding of its history is not only highly valuable but essential.

Now, the 36 lectures of Turning Points in Middle Eastern History unfurl a breathtaking panorama of history,
exploring a 1,300-year window from the rise of the warrior prophet Muhammad to the fall of the Ottoman
Empire after World War I. Each lecture focuses on a specific moment that changed the direction of events or
the narrative of history.

You'll witness the Battle of Karbala, where Muhammad's heirs - the Sunni and Shia - split once and for all.
You'll discover the wonders of the Islamic Golden Age and marvel at the superlative advances in astronomy,
mathematics, medicine, and literature - and the preservation of classical Greek and Roman wisdom - that
unfolded in global centers of learning such as Baghdad, Cairo, and Cordoba. You'll follow the empire
building of the Persian Safavids, the Egyptian Mamluks, and the Ottomans, among others.

The breakup of the Ottoman Empire yielded most of the modern states of the Middle East. The far-reaching
impacts of its rise and fall, plus the long-lasting influence of the 18th-century Saud-Wahhab Pact between a
desert ruler and a religious reformer, creating today's Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, are two more expressions of
how the past suffuses the present. The stories you'll discover here are as dazzling as anything in the Arabian
Nights and are all the more astonishing for being true.
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From reader reviews:

Fernando Levering:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. To be sure that
book is very important for all of us. The book Turning Points in Middle Eastern History seemed to be
making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter
what advantages for you. The publication Turning Points in Middle Eastern History is not only giving you a
lot more new information but also to get your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your own personal
spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship while using book Turning Points in Middle Eastern
History. You never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Tracy Lindsey:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world could share their
idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story or
maybe their experience. Not only the story that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the
information about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your sons or daughters, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try
to improve their expertise in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One
of them is this Turning Points in Middle Eastern History.

Doris Brown:

This Turning Points in Middle Eastern History is great e-book for you because the content which can be full
of information for you who always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book
reveal it details accurately using great arrange word or we can point out no rambling sentences in it. So if
you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with splendid delivering sentences. Having Turning Points in Middle
Eastern History in your hand like finding the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one. We can
say that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen small right but this e-book already do that. So , this
is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?

Dora Mohammed:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social
just like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for
the Turning Points in Middle Eastern History when you essential it?
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