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Landmarks of the human spirit

“Emphasizes the importance of many Spanish Colonial sites and puts them in context with American
History.”—Donald A. Crichlow, architect

Red-ochre burial mounds, mysterious artifacts in ponds, giant circles carved in limestone, Spanish mission
chapels, frontier houses of worship, gothic cathedrals, courthouses, post offices: eight thousand years of
Floridians’ lives can be experienced through the state’s human-made environment.
         
A sweeping saga of Florida’s built landscape from 6000 b.c. to the present, Heart and Soul of Florida begins
with pre-Columbian archaeological sites. Architectural historian Elsbeth Gordon re-creates the original
atmosphere of many such ancient places. These burial and worship arrangements serve as printed
watermarks of Native American traditions, grounding Florida’s identity as time passes.
         
Spanish Colonial architecture provides Florida with a second important layer of cultural history. This book is
filled with accounts of remarkable architectural activity from this period: it tells the story of the Spanish
mission of Nombre de Dios (1580–1793) and compares the Spanish Royal Ordinances of 1573 with the town
plan of St. Augustine today. Photographs, drawings, and maps make these tales even more absorbing and
tangible.
         
Ending with Florida’s exciting pioneering and dynamic entrepreneurial era, Florida’s newest era, Gordon
provides a much-needed broad synthesis of Florida’s rich architectural heritage. She expands the definition
of “sacred space” by including preserved historic civic buildings, like the State Capitol, to fully examine the
multitude of places that nurture the spirits of Florida’s people.
         
Gordon inspires the general and professional public to see Florida’s built environment as a rich continuum of
history and identity that shaped and continues to impact Florida’s culture—from the mundane to the
transcendent. These humanizing places, many of which endure permanently in the landscape, represent an
“architecture of the soul.”
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Raap:

The book Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic Architecture will bring one to the new
experience of reading a new book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find
new book to see, this book very suitable to you. The book Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and
Historic Architecture is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Pablo Cook:

The publication untitled Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic Architecture is the e-book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to anyone. The
language that article author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a
lot of investigation when write the book, so the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic Architecture
from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Kenneth Matson:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, small story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Heart and Soul of
Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic Architecture that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by
simply reading this book. Reading routine all over the world can be said as the means for people to know
world a great deal better then how they react toward the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
routine only for the geeky person but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for every
you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able to pick Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred
Sites and Historic Architecture become your current starter.

Richard Mendoza:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book Heart and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and
Historic Architecture was bright colored and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Heart
and Soul of Florida: Sacred Sites and Historic Architecture has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character
on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and
loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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