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Popular readings of Johnson as a dictionary-maker often see him as a writer who both laments and attempts
to control the state of the language. Lynda Mugglestone looks at the range of Johnson's writings on, and the
complexity of his thinking about, language and lexicography. She shows how these reveal him probing
problems not just of meaning and use but what he considered the related issues of control, obedience, and
justice, as well as the difficulties of power when exerted over the 'sea of words'. She examines his attitudes to
language change, loan words, spelling, history, and authority, describing, too, the evolution of his ideas
about the nature, purpose, and methods of lexicography, and shows how these reflect his own and others'
thinking about politics, culture, and society. The book offers a careful reassessment of Johnson's prescriptive
practice, examining in detail his commitment to evidence, and the uses to which this might be put.

Dictionary-making, for Johnson, came to be seen as a long and difficult voyage round the world of the
English language. While such images play their own role in lexicographical tradition, Johnson would, as this
volume explores, also make them very much his own in a range of distinctive, and illuminating, ways.
Johnson's metaphors invite us to consider-and reconsider-the processes by which a dictionary might be made
and the kind of destination it might seek, as well as the state of language that might be reached by such
endeavours. For Johnson, where the dictionary-maker might go, and what should be accomplished along the
way, can often seem to raise pertinent and perhaps troubling questions.

Lynda Mugglestone's generous, wide-ranging account casts new light on Johnson's life in language and
provides a convincing reassessment of his impact on English culture, the making of dictionaries, and their
role in a nation's identity. She ends by considering the power of Johnson's legacy and the degree to which his
work continues to guide our attitudes to language and what we variously expect dictionaries to be and do.
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From reader reviews:

Bobby Bagwell:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Samuel Johnson and the Journey into Words. Try to make book Samuel
Johnson and the Journey into Words as your close friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you
feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally.
The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , let me make
new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Jill Spann:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you can
choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their spare time to take a move, shopping,
or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book entitled Samuel Johnson and the Journey
into Words? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with
the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have other opinion?

Alexandra Dickey:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the extra time or they will get
lots of stress from both everyday life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity do you have when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually Samuel Johnson and the Journey into Words.

Susan Belcher:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Samuel Johnson and the Journey into
Words publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book which can be
understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still skepticism Samuel Johnson and
the Journey into Words as good book not only by the cover but also from the content. This is one e-book that
can break don't determine book by its protect, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to pick this
kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.
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