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Ellen Muehlberger explores the diverse and inventive ideas Christians held about angels in late antiquity.
During the fourth and fifth centuries, Christians began experimenting with new modes of piety, adapting
longstanding forms of public authority to Christian leadership and advancing novel ways of cultivating body
and mind to further the progress of individual Christians. Muehlberger argues that in practicing these new
modes of piety, Christians developed new ways of thinking about angels.

The book begins with a detailed examination of the two most popular discourses about angels that developed
in late antiquity. In the first, delineated by Christians cultivating certain kinds of ascetic practices, angels
were one type of being among many in a shifting universe, and their primary purpose was to guard and to
guide Christians. In the other, articulated by urban Christian leaders in contest with one another, angels were
morally stable characters described in the emerging canon of Scripture, available to enable readers to render
Scripture coherent with emerging theological positions. Muehlberger goes on to show how these two
discourses did not remain isolated in separate spheres of cultivation and contestation, but influenced one
another and the wider Christian culture. She offers in-depth analysis of popular biographies written in late
antiquity, of the community standards of emerging monastic communities, and of the training programs
developed to prepare Christians to participate in ritual, demonstrating that new ideas about angels shaped and
directed the formation of the definitive institutions of late antiquity.

Angels in Late Ancient Christianity is a meticulous and thorough study of early Christian ideas about angels,
but it also offers a different perspective on late ancient Christian history, arguing that angels were central
rather than peripheral to the emergence of Christian institutions and Christian culture in late antiquity.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Depew:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the subject Angels in Late
Ancient Christianity suitable to you? The book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the
book untitled Angels in Late Ancient Christianityis the one of several books that will everyone read now.
This particular book was inspired many people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the
new way of measuring that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to know the core of this reserve. This book will give you a large amount of
information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world in this particular book.

Dorinda Kling:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Try to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside search likes.
Maybe you answer can be Angels in Late Ancient Christianity why because the wonderful cover that make
you consider regarding the content will not disappoint a person. The inside or content is fantastic as the
outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Jill Williams:

This Angels in Late Ancient Christianity is brand new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you into it getting
knowledge more you know or else you who still having small amount of digest in reading this Angels in Late
Ancient Christianity can be the light food for you personally because the information inside this kind of book
is easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form that is certainly reachable by anyone, yeah I
mean in the e-book contact form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel tired even dizzy this
reserve is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually
looking for. It should be here for anyone. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book kind for your better
life as well as knowledge.

Barry Whitfield:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from a book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source in which filled update
of news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for a person.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Angels in Late Ancient Christianity when you needed it?
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