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Emphatically revisionist, Bob Pepperman Taylor reveals a Thoreau most people never knew existed.
Contrary to conventional views, Taylor argues that Thoreau was one of America's most powerful and least
understood political thinkers, a man who promoted community and democratic values, while being ever
vigilant against the evils of excessive or illegitimate authority.

Still widely viewed as a remarkable nature writer but simplistic philosopher with no real understanding of
society, Thoreau is resurrected here as a profound social critic with more on his mind than utopian
daydreams. Rather than the aloof and very private individualist spurned by conservatives and championed by
radicals and environmentalists, Taylor portrays Thoreau as a genuinely engaged political theorist concerned
with the moral foundations of public life. Like a solicitous "bachelor uncle" (a self-referential phrase from
his journals), Thoreau persistently prodded his fellow citizens to remember that they were responsible for
independently evaluating the behavior of their government and political community.

Taylor contends that, far from being confined to a few political essays ("Civil Disobedience," "Slavery in
Massachusetts," and "A Plea for Captain John Brown"), Thoreau's political critique was a lifetime project
that informed virtually all of his work. Taylor's persuasive study should send readers back to Walden, A
Week on the Concord and Merrimack Rivers, and the 14-volume Journal, among many other writings, for a
provocative new look at one of America's most influential writers.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Oaks:

The knowledge that you get from America's Bachelor Uncle: Thoreau and the American Polity could be the
more deep you searching the information that hide into the words the more you get serious about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but America's Bachelor Uncle: Thoreau and the American
Polity giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read it because the author of this publication is well-known enough. That book
also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go together
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this America's
Bachelor Uncle: Thoreau and the American Polity instantly.

Betty Hood:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or their
friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the park.
They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try look for book,
may be the guide untitled America's Bachelor Uncle: Thoreau and the American Polity can be good book to
read. May be it might be best activity to you.

Kimberly Gomez:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both day to day life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will
say absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity have you
got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, typically the
book you have read is usually America's Bachelor Uncle: Thoreau and the American Polity.

Rick Fountain:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your
mind skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book than
can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be
study. America's Bachelor Uncle: Thoreau and the American Polity can be your answer mainly because it
can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.
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