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A major contribution to Ashbery studies and to poetics in general.
 
Andrew DuBois assesses John Ashbery’s career as a poet in the context of changes in 20th-century
aesthetics, the rise of the information age, and the proliferation of aural and visual stimuli. The issue of
attention, he argues, is useful not only for understanding the problems of perception and concentration in an
age of information overload but also for understanding how Ashbery’s poetry and poetry in general contend
with those issues.
 
Ashbery’s art, DuBois demonstrates, embodies the conflicts between traditional and postmodern forms of
communication. The lack of traditional narrative frameworks or forms in Ashbery’s poems creates problems
of attention. This strategy places a heavy burden on the reader, since Ashbery’s content—a mélange of
cultural references and sympathies—defies set forms. Yet Ashbery’s concern with traditional poetic
conventions is still clear in his work, and it is the tension between past and present modes of poetic discourse
that best describes Ashbery’s work as a poet.
 
Among other subjects DuBois addresses Ashbery’s many roles—as theorist, postmodern metaphysical, and
enemy of poetic decorum; his experiments in ekphrasis (poems that take other art works as their subjects);
his prose; his mastery of the long form as a vehicle for extended meditation; and his use of stream-of-
consciousness as a poetic strategy. In highlighting the major aesthetic and cultural impulses underlying
Ashbery’s work, DuBois illuminates not only the lasting relevance of his poetry but also the larger issues of
attention and perception in reading, thinking, and being in the postmodern era.
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From reader reviews:

Michael Johnson:

The actual book Ashbery's Forms of Attention (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) will bring you to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to explain the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book you just read, this book very acceptable to you. The book Ashbery's Forms of Attention
(Modern & Contemporary Poetics) is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book
through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Gary Simms:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your own free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Ashbery's Forms of Attention (Modern & Contemporary
Poetics) can be very good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Michael Vines:

A lot of people always spent their own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent that they free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent 24
hours a day to reading a book. The book Ashbery's Forms of Attention (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) it
is rather good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying
reading this book. Should you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy often the e-book.
You can m0ore easily to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book has
high quality.

Norma Eberhart:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon.
You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that
recommended to you personally is Ashbery's Forms of Attention (Modern & Contemporary Poetics) this
guide consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This particular book was
represented just how can the world has grown up. The words styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book ideal all of
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