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No two works in the Pauline Epistles resemble each other as closely as Colossians and Ephesians. Often
recognized for their majestic tone and powerful theological statement, Colossians and Ephesians also present
many challenges of interpretation. Most commentaries on these letters seem preoccupied with the same few
issues, particularly the question of authorship. As MacDonald addresses these classic questions, she offers a
fresh perspective on Colossians and Ephesians by making use of insights from the social sciences. Moreover,
by paying attention to subtle differences between the two letters, she brings their distinct perspectives into
sharp relief.

MacDonald highlights the interplay between Colossians and Ephesians and the social life of New Testament
communities. She illustrates how the texts reflect ancient cultural values and are influenced by particular
aspects of community life such as worship and household existence. In particular, she reflects on the issues
faced by these communities as they formed institutions and interacted with the society around them. She
shows the struggles of the New Testament communities to survive and maintain a distinct identity in first-
century society.

Chapters under Colossians are Greeting (1:1-2)," "Thanksgiving for the Colossians (1:3-8)," "Prayer on
Behalf of the Colossians (1:9-14,)" "The Christ-Hymn (1:15-20),""Application of Hymn to the Situation in
Colossae (1:21-23)," "Paul's Authority in Colossae and Laodicea (1:24-2:7)," "Debate with the Opponents:
The Power of the Risen Christ (2:8-15)," "Debate with the Opponents: Warnings Against Ascetic Practices
(2:16-23)," "New Life in Light of the Resurrection (3:1-4)," "Ethical Guidelines for a New Life (3:5-17),"
"The Households of Believers(3:18-4:1)," "Prayer, Mission, and Contact with Outsiders (4:2-6),"
"Conclusion: Personal Notes and Greetings (4:7-18)."

Chapters under Ephesians are "Greeting (1:1-2)," "Blessing (1:3-14)," "Thanksgiving and Prayer (1:15-23),"
"The Consequences of Life Together with Christ (2:1-10)," "The Unity of Jews and Gentiles Created by
Christ (2:11-22)," "The Apostle as Interpreter of the Divine Mystery (3:1-13)," "Prayer and Doxology (3:14-
21)," "The Unity of the Spirit (4:1-16)," "The Sons of Disobedience and the Children of Light (4:17-5:20),"
"The Households of Believers (5:21-6:9)," "Doing Battle with Evil (6:10-20)," "Conclusion: Personal
Matters and Final Blessing (6:21-24)."

Margaret Y. MacDonald is a professor in the department of religious studies at St. Francis Xavier University
in Nova Scotia.
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From reader reviews:

Leah Pelton:

Have you spare time for any day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
That's why, you can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their own
spare time to take a go walking, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a
book titled Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra Pagina Series)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You
realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than before. Do
you agree with it has the opinion or you have different opinion?

Amy Davis:

The reserve untitled Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra Pagina Series) is the reserve that recommended to you
to read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that will be shown to an individual. The language that
article author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer was did a lot
of exploration when write the book, hence the information that they share to your account is absolutely
accurate. You also could get the e-book of Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra Pagina Series) from the
publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Donald Vermillion:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the book untitled Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra Pagina Series) can be
great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

John Parish:

Exactly why? Because this Colossians and Ephesians (Sacra Pagina Series) is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret the item inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content interior easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book have got such as help improving your expertise and your critical
thinking technique. So , still want to hesitate having that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.
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