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In the history of the piano, the brief appearance of the mechanical piano's most sophisticated manifestation,
the reproducing piano (not to be confused with the pianola) is of special interest and importance. Unique
among mechanical musical instruments, the reproducing piano had an incredibly refined capacity to
reproduce the playing of the great pianists who recorded on it. The turn of the century to 1930 was a period
of high activity during which thousands of performances were produced on the reproducing piano roll and
this groundbreaking two-volume study surveys the work accomplished by the pianists who recorded their
playing for reproducing pianos during this time. Though only 60 years have elapsed since the overnight
disappearance of the reproducing piano, some performances by major artists of the time remain merely as
lists in catalogs. Larry Sitsky has made a very thorough compilation of this rare material producing for the
first time, in as complete a form as possible, the entire repertoire of classical music available on the
reproducing piano roll.

The introduction contains a real treasure-trove of background information on this rare musical art form and
details the technical aspects of the reproducing piano and of piano roll production as well as types of pianos
and their restoration. Fact filled discussions of the various companies, their catalogs and their problems, and
of the types of music recorded are also included here. With the aid of Volume I--Composers, the researcher
can get a very clear idea of the type and scope of the repertoire played by the pianists of the time; Volume II-
-Pianists, gives the very first complete rollography of all the major (and minor) performers of the
reproducing piano era--a period that was known as the Golden Age of Pianists.Two separate appendices
address Arto rolls and Gershwin's 88-note rolls. The bibliography lists catalogs and the extent of the
reference sources indicates the mountain of primary material consulted in an effort to make these volumes as
complete as possible. This work is sure to be welcomed not only by scholars and collectors but also by
pianists, lecturers, students, and serious music-lovers, as complete as possible. The two-volume set is a must
for every library containing a music reference section: university, college, or conservatorium and is sure to
become a standard resource for future researchers into this up-to-now neglected field.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Grant:

Here thing why this The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good nevertheless it depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue
- Index (2 Volume Set) giving you information deeper and in different ways, you can find any e-book out
there but there is no guide that similar with The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2
Volume Set). It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that will
happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is possible to bring everywhere like
in recreation area, café, or even in your method home by train. If you are having difficulties in bringing the
published book maybe the form of The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume
Set) in e-book can be your alternate.

Catherine Crider:

This book untitled The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, this is because when you read this book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail outlet or you can order it via
online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more easily to read this book, since you
can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Theresa Diaz:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or playing video
games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity this is look different you can read a new book. It
is really fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the entire day to reading a guide. The
book The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. If you
did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy the actual e-book. You can m0ore very easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

George Rodriguez:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this The Classical Reproducing Piano Roll: A
Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) guide written by well-known writer whose to say well how to make book
which can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still skepticism The Classical
Reproducing Piano Roll: A Catalogue - Index (2 Volume Set) as good book not merely by the cover but also
from the content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by its cover, so do you still needing



another sixth sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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