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The Poetic Character of Human Activity is a collection of essays by two Oakeshott scholars, most of which
explores the meaning of Oakeshott’s pregnant phrase, “the poetic character of human activity” by comparing
and contrasting this idea with similar and opposing ones, in particular those of the Taoist thinker, Zhuangzi
(Chuang Tzu), and his Western interpreter, A.C. Graham. Oakeshott’s deep appreciation of the poetic and
non-instrumental character of human activity led him to develop an interest in the works of Zhuangzi and
Confucius. Comparison of shared themes between Oakeshott and these two Chinese thinkers facilitates
appreciation of his elegant analytic style and his resort to use of metaphors and story-telling when conveying
some of his most profound insights. The collection also contains essays contrasting Oakeshott’s idea of the
“creative” in human experience with views of, among others, Plato, Leo Strauss and Eric Voegelin.

Oakeshott used the phrase “the poetic character of human activity” (arguably the animating center of his
entire thought), to refer to the “creative” character of human experiential reality, that is, to the fact that the
form (the how) and content (the what) of all human experience and activity arise simultaneously and fluidly,
and can be separated only at the expense of theoretical coherence and practical skill. The various essays in
this collection explore the meaning of this claim, and its ramifications for the proper role of critical intellect
in especially philosophy, morality, learning, and governance. There is also some brief contrast of Oakeshott
with John Rawls, Alasdair MacIntyre, Charles Taylor, and Quentin Skinner.
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From reader reviews:

Joseph Braddock:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. How about the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you should have this The Poetic Character of Human Activity: Collected Essays on
the Thought of Michael Oakeshott.

Jane Abraham:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yes, you
can choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time
to take a move, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or maybe read a book eligible The
Poetic Character of Human Activity: Collected Essays on the Thought of Michael Oakeshott? Maybe it is to
get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can
smarter than before. Do you agree with it is opinion or you have some other opinion?

Shalon Fisk:

The actual book The Poetic Character of Human Activity: Collected Essays on the Thought of Michael
Oakeshott will bring that you the new experience of reading a new book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book The
Poetic Character of Human Activity: Collected Essays on the Thought of Michael Oakeshott is much
recommended to you to read. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can more readily
to read the book.

Jose Williams:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is created or printed or illustrated from each source that will filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you actually.
From media social similar to newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out
your book? Or just looking for the The Poetic Character of Human Activity: Collected Essays on the
Thought of Michael Oakeshott when you needed it?
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