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The letter is a powerfully evocative form that has gained in resonance as the habits of personal letter writing
have declined in a digital age. But faith in the letter as evidence of the intimate thoughts of individuals
underplays the sophisticated ways letters functioned in the past. In Cultures of Correspondence in Early
Modern Britain leading scholars approach the letter from a variety of disciplinary perspectives to uncover the
habits, forms, and secrets of letter writing. Where material features of the letter have often been ignored by
past generations fixated on the text alone, contributors to this volume examine how such elements as
handwriting, seals, ink, and the arrangement of words on the manuscript page were significant carriers of
meaning alongside epistolary rhetorics. The chapters here also explore the travels of the letter, uncovering
the many means through which correspondence reached a reader and the ways in which the delivery of
letters preoccupied contemporaries. At the same time, they reveal how other practices, such as the use of
cipher and the designs of forgery, threatened to subvert the surveillance and reading of letters.

The anxiety of early modern letter writers over the vulnerability of correspondence is testament to the deep
dependence of the culture on the letter. Beyond the letter as a material object, Cultures of Correspondence
sheds light on textual habits. Individual chapters study the language of letter writers to reveal that what
appears to be a personal and unvarnished expression of the writer's thought is in fact a deliberate, skillful
exercise in managing the conventions and expectations of the form. If letters were a prominent and ingrained
part of the cultural life of the early modern period, they also enjoyed textual and archival afterlives whose
stories are rarely told. Too often studied only in the case of figures already celebrated for their historical or
literary significance, the letter in Cultures of Correspondence emerges as the most vital and wide-ranging
material, textual form of the early modern period.

Contributors: Nadine Akkerman, Mark Brayshay, Christopher Burlinson, James Daybell, Jonathan Gibson,
Andrew Gordon, Arnold Hunt, Lynne Magnusson, Michelle O'Callaghan, Alan Stewart, Andrew Zurcher.
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From reader reviews:

John Richey:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is usually reading a book. Think about the person who don't like
studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or even exercise.
Well, probably you will require this Cultures of Correspondence in Early Modern Britain (Material Texts).

Salina Rodriguez:

The book Cultures of Correspondence in Early Modern Britain (Material Texts) can give more knowledge
and also the precise product information about everything you want. So why must we leave a very important
thing like a book Cultures of Correspondence in Early Modern Britain (Material Texts)? Some of you have a
different opinion about book. But one aim in which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely
proper. Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or data that you take for that, you can give for
each other; you can share all of these. Book Cultures of Correspondence in Early Modern Britain (Material
Texts) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can search the
enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Evelyn Rogers:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book has been rare?
Why so many question for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but also novel and Cultures of Correspondence in Early
Modern Britain (Material Texts) or perhaps others sources were given expertise for you. After you know
how the good a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as
well as students especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case,
beside science guide, any other book likes Cultures of Correspondence in Early Modern Britain (Material
Texts) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this one.

Samuel Crader:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or illustrated from each source this filled update of news. Within
this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
including newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add
your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of
the Cultures of Correspondence in Early Modern Britain (Material Texts) when you needed it?
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