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Since the last Ice Age, the reindeer's extraordinary adaptation to cold has sustained human life over vast
tracts of the earth's surface, providing meat, fur, and transport. Images carved into rocks and tattooed on the
skin of mummies hint at ancient ideas about the reindeer's magical ability to carry the human soul on flights
to the sun. These images pose one of the great mysteries of prehistory: the "reindeer revolution," in which
Siberian native peoples tamed and saddled a species they had previously hunted.

Drawing on nearly twenty years of field work among the Eveny in northeast Siberia, Piers Vitebsky shows
how Eveny social relations are formed through an intense partnership with these extraordinary animals as
they migrate over the swamps, ice sheets, and mountain peaks of what in winter is the coldest inhabited
region in the world. He reveals how indigenous ways of knowing involve a symbiotic ecology of mood
between humans and reindeer, and he opens up an unprecedented understanding of nomadic movement,
place, memory, habit, and innovation.

The Soviets' attempts to settle the nomads in villages undermined their self-reliance and mutual support. In
an account both harrowing and funny, Vitebsky shows the Eveny's ambivalence toward productivity plans
and medals and their subversion of political meetings designed to control them. The narrative gives a
detailed and tender picture of how reindeer can act out or transform a person's destiny and of how prophetic
dreaming about reindeer fills a gap left by the failed assurances of the state.

Vitebsky explores the Eveny experience of the cruelty of history through the unfolding and intertwining of
their personal lives. The interplay of domestic life and power politics is both intimate and epic, as the reader
follows the diverging fate of three charismatic but very different herding families through dangerous political
and economic reforms. The book's gallery of unforgettable personalities includes shamans, psychics, wolves,
bears, dogs, Communist Party bosses, daredevil aviators, fire and river spirits, and buried ancestors. The
Reindeer People is a vivid and moving testimony to a Siberian native people's endurance and humor at the
ecological limits of human existence.
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From reader reviews:

Eva Dawson:

The experience that you get from The Reindeer People: Living With Animals and Spirits in Siberia could be
the more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading
it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but The Reindeer People: Living With Animals and
Spirits in Siberia giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in certain way
that can be understood by means of anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known
enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then
can go together with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having
that The Reindeer People: Living With Animals and Spirits in Siberia instantly.

Erin Mohammad:

The particular book The Reindeer People: Living With Animals and Spirits in Siberia will bring you to the
new experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In case you try to
find new book to study, this book very acceptable to you. The book The Reindeer People: Living With
Animals and Spirits in Siberia is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Leona Hicks:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with
may doesn't work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not seeing that
fantastic as in the outside search likes. Maybe you answer can be The Reindeer People: Living With Animals
and Spirits in Siberia why because the excellent cover that make you consider concerning the content will
not disappoint an individual. The inside or content is fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading
6th sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Hector Medlin:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is composed or printed or illustrated from each source that filled update of news. On
this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
The Reindeer People: Living With Animals and Spirits in Siberia when you necessary it?
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