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Lyndon Johnson invaded the Dominican Republic. Richard Nixon sponsored a coup attempt in Chile. Ronald
Reagan waged covert warfare in Nicaragua. Nearly a dozen times during the Cold War, American presidents
turned their attention from standoffs with the Soviet Union to intervene in Latin American affairs. In each
instance, it was declared that the security of the United States was at stake but, as Michael Grow
demonstrates, these actions had more to do with flexing presidential muscle than responding to imminent
danger.

From Eisenhower's toppling of Arbenz in Guatemala in 1954 to Bush's overthrow of Noriega in Panama in
1989, Grow casts a close eye on eight major cases of U.S. intervention in the Western Hemisphere, offering
fresh interpretations of why they occurred and what they signified. The case studies also include the Bay of
Pigs fiasco, Reagan's invasion of Grenada in 1983, and JFK's little-known 1963 intervention against the
government of Cheddi Jagan in British Guiana.

Grow argues that it was not threats to U.S. national security or endangered economic interests that were
decisive in prompting presidents to launch these interventions. Rather, each intervention was part of a
symbolic geopolitical chess match in which the White House sought to project an image of overpowering
strength to audiences at home and abroad in order to preserve both national and presidential credibility. As
Grow also reveals, that impulse was routinely reinforced by local Latin American elites such as Chilean
businessmen or opposition Panamanian politicians who actively promoted intervention in their own self-
interest.

LBJ's loud lament "What can we do in Vietnam if we can't clean up the Dominican Republic?" reflected just
how preoccupied our presidents were with proving that the U.S. was no paper tiger and that they themselves
were fearless and forceful leaders. Meticulously argued and provocative, Grow's bold reinterpretation of
Cold War history shows that this special preoccupation with credibility was at the very core of our
presidents' approach to foreign relations, especially those involving our Latin American neighbors.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Caceres:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era which can be always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe will probably update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but
the problems coming to an individual is you don't know which you should start with. This U.S. Presidents
and Latin American Interventions: Pursuing Regime Change in the Cold War is our recommendation to
make you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Michael Lucius:

The particular book U.S. Presidents and Latin American Interventions: Pursuing Regime Change in the Cold
War will bring that you the new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book U.S. Presidents and
Latin American Interventions: Pursuing Regime Change in the Cold War is much recommended to you to
read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Martin Herrin:

The book untitled U.S. Presidents and Latin American Interventions: Pursuing Regime Change in the Cold
War is the reserve that recommended to you you just read. You can see the quality of the e-book content that
will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily
to understand. The author was did a lot of study when write the book, so the information that they share for
you is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of U.S. Presidents and Latin American
Interventions: Pursuing Regime Change in the Cold War from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy
free time.

Harry Alvey:

The actual book U.S. Presidents and Latin American Interventions: Pursuing Regime Change in the Cold
War has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the
very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy
to read you will get the point easily after looking over this book.
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