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This book introduces a new linguistic reconstruction of the phonology, morphology, and lexicon of Old
Chinese, the first Sino-Tibetan language to be reduced to writing. Old Chinese is the language of the earliest
Chinese classical texts (1st millennium BCE) and the ancestor of later varieties of Chinese, including all
modern Chinese dialects. William Baxter and Laurent Sagart's new reconstruction of Old Chinese moves
beyond earlier reconstructions by taking into account important new evidence that has recently become
available: better documentation of Chinese dialects that preserve archaic features, such as the Min and
Waxiang dialects; better documentation of languages with very early loanwords from Chinese, such as the
Hmong-Mien, Tai-Kadai and Vietnamese languages; and a flood of Chinese manuscripts from the first
millennium BCE, excavated or discovered in the last several decades. Baxter and Sagart also incorporate
recent advances in our understanding of the derivational processes that connect different words that have the
same root. They expand our knowledge of Chinese etymology and identify, for the first time, phonological
markers of pre-Han dialects, such as the development of *r to -j in a group of east coast dialects, but to -n
elsewhere.

The most up-to-date reconstruction available, Old Chinese: A New Reconstruction brings the methodology of
Old Chinese reconstruction closer to that of comparative reconstructions that have been used successfully in
other language families. It is critical reading for anyone seeking an advanced understanding of Old Chinese.
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From reader reviews:

Homer Anderson:

Here thing why this specific Old Chinese: A New Reconstruction are different and reputable to be yours.
First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of it which is the content is as yummy
as food or not. Old Chinese: A New Reconstruction giving you information deeper including different ways,
you can find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Old Chinese: A New Reconstruction.
It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the thing this happened in the
world which is might be can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in playground, café,
or even in your means home by train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe
the form of Old Chinese: A New Reconstruction in e-book can be your option.

David Eaton:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving Old Chinese: A New
Reconstruction that give your fun preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading behavior
all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world considerably better then how they react
toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky person but for all
of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit,
you can pick Old Chinese: A New Reconstruction become your starter.

Jack Harbin:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
think reading a book really can hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It ok you can have the
e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Old Chinese: A New
Reconstruction which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

James Hopwood:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
a book. Book is written or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. In this modern era
like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking for the Old
Chinese: A New Reconstruction when you necessary it?
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